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Selected emails from our listeners

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

First I have to recognize the excellent job you have done in presenting interesting and important
issues to the public.

As requested, | re-listened to a good part of the audio on Shaking hands with the opposite gender
to provide the information requested.

It is important to note, that as stated on the show, Rav Moshe ZT"L in 3 separate teshuvos
prohibited shaking hands with a woman. He mentions that there are some that want to be
"mattir" because it is not "derech chiba", but he disagrees and feels that this incorrect and

assur. He also specifically says it is still prohibited even if a woman offers her hand

first. Despite reports of Rav Moshe telling people it is OK, we as rule follow Rav Moshe's own
directive not to go with any psak that it is not written. | would suggest you speak to Rav Dovid
to get clarification. The three teshuvos show clearly that Rav Moshe, who was intimately
familiar with US mores and customs felt that shaking hands is an issue.and is an act of chiba and
one that could lead to problems and is assur. Despite the fact that one may not understand how
this is so, Rav Moshe understood the halacha and Chazal that physical contact with a woman is
an issue even in the setting of shaking hands. Rav Moshe is of course following the major
poskim of the generations that forbade shaking hands.

In fact during the show, the quotes from Rabbi Lebowitz about those who mattir shaking hands
are almost all from oral discussions and not from written teshuvos. Even the quotes when
examined carefully show that people who rely on Rabbi Soloveichik ZT"l as a "Mattir" are
mistaken. As Rabbi Lebowitz said if one is faced with an offered hand, Rav Soloveichik said he
should use a dead fish handshake. Rabbi Lebowitz said and you agreed that this is not practical.
It may not be practical, but the hetter of Rabbi Soloveichik was based on this, In no way did he
permit offering a hand or giving a firm handshake. It quite clear that he thought a regular
handshake is very problematic. Rav Soloveichik understood the US situation very very well.

In addition we all know that obviously one cannot paskin from a story, the story of Rav Shimon
Shkop is a prime example. 1) We have no way of knowing if it is true at all . 2) We do not know
how old the girl was 3) and we do not know the full context.

In summary, the onus of proof is on those who are "mattir".

In regards to the Steipler ZT"L being from Bnei Brak and therefore thinks that a young man has
pleasure when shaking hands. Shaking hands has been a standard greeting in Europe and the US
for centuries. It is no different in Bnei Brak, Warsaw, or the US. Halacha and Chazal told us it
is a problem. Let us not be smarter than chazal. Even if you feel it is not a romantic act, halacha
and chazal feel there is an issue.



| am attaching a link on YUTORAH.org to a recent shiur on this topic given in shul not far from
Rabbi Lebowitz's shiur with a very different conclusion.

http://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/879489/rabbi-yoni-levin/going-on-an-interview-
shaking-a-woman-s-hand/

In conclusion, please listen to the show yourself and think if you would say what you said if Rav
Moshe or Rav Dovid was standing before you. | know that you find it difficult to understand
that it should be forbidden to shake a women's hand, but sometimes one has to mivatel daas to
the poskei hador.

Even the poskim who are orally mattir are doing so "b'deved”. They all agree it is best to avoid
it if possible. It is very hard to find anyone who is :maatir offering a hand. Why do they find it
so difficult to be mattir. because there is a major issue that generations of poskim forbade.

Just to finish with a story, A Separdic Chief Rabbi, Rishon Letzion, met Queen Elizabeth. She
stuck out her hand in greeting as per protocol, The Rabbi did not shake her hand. The Queen
wrote a letter of apology to the Rabbi saying that she was not informed of the issue.

At a later time during a "knighting" process of an orthodox English Jew, the Queen did not offer
her hand. She did not take offense.

Similarly, President George W. Bush's wife Barbara did not offer her hand to participants at the
White House Chanukah party.

Today, with the push for diversity, there are many different religions and practices. If one is
consistent, he can observe halacha, although there may be challenging times.

Keep up the good work of bringing important issues to the public, but let us be very very careful
when discussing the views of the gedolei haposkim to be very respectful and perhaps follow the
practice of those who say "Lulei dismistafina”

| apologize if I offended anyone in this essay, All was said L'shem Shomayim:

Sincerely,

Shmuel Foxman

P.S. I would just like to add that if one chooses to follow a lenient position to shake hands with
the opposite gender, he or she should it with the proper "koveid rosh" and not do so lightly.


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__YUTORAH.org&d=DQQFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=8dACcBwZ6ZPCVdQiZEksnWrgVit9ZPvPA4Vh8KIebMU&s=aortPpHLxsLLuSuYj2GBhlE7CBayVZVCjIOkfc6J5kU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.yutorah.org_sidebar_lecture.cfm_879489_rabbi-2Dyoni-2Dlevin_going-2Don-2Dan-2Dinterview-2Dshaking-2Da-2Dwoman-2Ds-2Dhand_&d=DQMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=8dACcBwZ6ZPCVdQiZEksnWrgVit9ZPvPA4Vh8KIebMU&s=I8ACwjreMA45_ZOG50d_ZOP3OJCY7ptuEI42IWkks2A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.yutorah.org_sidebar_lecture.cfm_879489_rabbi-2Dyoni-2Dlevin_going-2Don-2Dan-2Dinterview-2Dshaking-2Da-2Dwoman-2Ds-2Dhand_&d=DQMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=8dACcBwZ6ZPCVdQiZEksnWrgVit9ZPvPA4Vh8KIebMU&s=I8ACwjreMA45_ZOG50d_ZOP3OJCY7ptuEI42IWkks2A&e=

The new addition of Mareh M'komos and comments from listeners is a real enhancement to your
site.

It would be nice, if you could have a section for comments on archived programs. If you could
put in 2 places 1) in a section of recent comments received on archived shows 2) attach it in a
section to the actual archived program.

FY1, in regards to shaking hands with opposite gender, someone | know was recently told by Rav
Dovid Feinstein Shlita that it is forbidden, comfirming Rav Moshe Feinstein's psak in 3 teshuvos
in the Igros Moshe contradicting the claims by some of a different oral psak. Some of these oral
psakim may be a scenario where the person tells Rav Moshe, | can't comply with the Psak what
should I do? Rav Dovid is very involved in contemporary US customs. He seems to differ with
you, Rabbi Lebowitz and some of the poskim quoted regarding derech chiba. Therefore, one
should obviously speak to his own more moeh horaah to discuss his personal situation and
approach this question with "Koveid Rosh". It is certainly a difficult question.

| think it may be good practice as you do on many questions to have someone present the other
side.

Thank you very much. Hatzlacha Rabba.

Shmuel Foxman
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