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Dovid Lichenstein: The message of Parah Adumah, never let a setback go to waste. The
attachment of wasted ashes to Mayim Chaim.
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Rabbi Aaron Kotler: Struggle of Parnassah in contemporary society, integrity in government
programs.

The Chacham Tzvi-Stealing from a Non-Jew is Possul for Eidus
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Selected Emails from our listeners

Reb Dovid:

Gutten Voch. | listened to the show last night. have to say that | found Rabbi Kotler's responses to your
questions quite underwhelming. It appeared that he had a prepared set of talking points that he wanted to
present and he did not really answer your questions. My take-away is that the solution is more

mussar. Really? Is that the answer? Is the answer more community awareness through shiurim on Chosen
Mishpat and business ethics?

| can't say that | know the Lakewood community inside out. But | do think | "get" the Yeshivish community as a
whole and what Lakewood seeks to accomplish. To a large extent, the past 30 years or so has been a



"chiddush" within Jewish History. The Kollel System and from Jews not working into their 20's and 30's never
happened in Europe nor did it happen before that. And their financial needs were not as great, even in a
relative sense. You did the math for a family of 8 kids. 1 thinking that you were low-balling the $40k in annual
tuition figure. While | have heard that Lakewood schools have a mandatory minimum, surely that $5k per kid is
not a number that could ever cover the true costs of Chinuch within the current infrastructure. So, where is the
balance coming from? Donors?

| am also wondering how and open Gemara in Kiddushin of the obligation of a father keeping his son a trade (a
passage with absolutely no machlokes by the way) is totally ignored by an entire community. Ok, not every
father is a plumber and can train his son to carry on the family business. So one could make a case that in
2017, some sort of formal (college or otherwise) education would fulfill that Gemara.

When | did Klal work a few years ago, | met with individuals in the community in the hopes of aligning them with
jobs. Through some communication channels | had with her on her resume, | discovered a woman who was
married al pi Halacha and was keeping her maiden name--not because of feminist concerns, but because she
did not have a marriage license. | was obviously naive and had never heard of such a thing. Then |
understood the reasons why. And | suspect that she learned of this shtick from her parents. | guess, if there
can be Gentiles who have children without being married, and therefore entitled to government assistance,
"why can't we also chopp arein"?

Unfortunately, | don't see what is going on as a few bad apples. | see it as a symptom of a larger attitude of
elitism, superiority, and entittement. So, | don't see how mussar will help when that attitude is not changed.

Thank you.

Elly Lasson

| think you got right to the crux of the matter; the middle class.

The middle class suffers because they are kind of expected to live at a certain standard - pay tuition, buy their
own groceries, pay high rent or if lucky a mortgage.... yes, they do have jobs, but the cash they bring in on a
month to month basis does not equal the amount of expenses.

Many are not "supported" with funds necessary to succeed and stay afloat especially when heading down the
parnassa road for the first time.. They therefore go into debt until hopefully one day with siyata dishmaya they
"make it"....

Since food is put on the table and they have a roof over their heads, they are overlooked.

Those in learning are able to benefit from multiple programs and many of them get support from family
etc....they have chosen a certain lifestyle and good for them. But it is not the kind of lifestyle the middle class
can live on.

The difference lies in the expectations. The middle class is expected to be self sufficient even though the
numbers clearly do not add up. You're right, 100k annually is not good enough these days even for a family of
just 4 children.

Idea:

The idea is rather elementary - we need the "middle class program". The community leaders that you
referenced last night, in this case may have to be the ones that hkbh has blessed with success in business and
elsewhere. The ones that have the means and funds to assist these struggling middle class families. It may or
may not be classified as tzedaka, but chesed it is. Tremendous chesed.

The amount of stress that these ppl go through sometimes on a daily basis is tremendous.

These extra funds would allow the middle class to pay CC bills, mortgage, tuition etc...



Perhaps those of means can give towards tuition and get a zchus in the learning of tinokos shel beis rabban or
help in other ways, but it all lies in the funds.

Perhaps each "askan" can take on an achrayus for a certain amount of families. There can be brackets etc...
it's asking for alot, but Im not sure that there's another solution like takanos (mentioned last night) | don't think
it's possible for the middle class to cut out certain expenses to alleviate the pressure. Life is just expensive now
and ppl do not bring home enough.

How it can be done:

The same way that some schools literally audit the finances of families that request a tuition cut, so too this
program can have a vaad that determines which families are worthy and to what extent.

The idea and process can be tweaked, but | don't know if there's a way out of the problem without more funds
for these families.

In short, the more able (succesful ones) would lead and open their hearts to the middle class just like they open
their hearts to aniim. It must be difficult to be called upon time after time to lend a hand and help with funds for
this one and the other, but klal Yisrael needs these very giving and generous ppl to "survive"

Thank you very much for addressing this issue and for listening.

Zev Kranz

Just want to thank you for calling a spade a spade the other day with A kotler. There is no question that the
underlying issue here is that Lakewood has become the capital of keeping up with the Goldbergs when it was
meant to be the ihr Hatorah. It was very sad to hear him deny it, particularly with regard to houses. Your
Seminary point was also right on. Your program is a breath of fresh air particularly because it is hosted by an
open minded talmid chochom like yourself.

Yehudah Moller

| very much enjoyed your interview with R Aharon Kotler

He raised a few great points and although | don't think there is a silver bullet, | was wondering what your
thoughts were on the following suggestions to alleviate financial hardship in the Orthodox community
Yeshivas and Kollelim should set up fund raisers for subsidized housing, rather than building newer or larger
Batei Midrashim

Communities can form health coops to offset health costs

Kollelim can offer higher stipends to those pursuing degrees or professional certification

| appreciate your feedback
, Regards

Daniel Fialkoff



Selected Audio from our listeners
Pasul Leidus- Goverment programs click here
Lifestyles in lakewood-Pictures of women in books click here
Lifestyles in Lakewood (2) click here
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Eitzah for Parnassah crisis click here
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Koruv Lmalchus

Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein: May a person who's Korov Lmaalchus be Mechalel shabbos; Is it
considered Pikuach Nefesh
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