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A SHABBOSALERT TO THE FLATBUSH COMMUNITY

We have been asked regarding 'tikeosher Switch" ,which is being marketed as a switch which may be
used to turn electricity on and off on Shabbos.

After carefully reviewing the device, we have concluded that it relies bhgteirim which are not
reliable. There are three major flaws in the heter. 1)Git@naaspect: The claim that this is less than a
gramais incorrect. As they themselves acknowledggraenais prohibited on Shabbos. This device is, at
the very least gramaand according to many Halachic authorities would be considered ardekathah

in turning the electricity on or off. 2) THesik Reishaaspect; the claim that the randomness of the pulse
activity renders this a noBsik-Raishas incorrect. The electricity goes on almost immediately after the
switch is turned on. The fact that the inner working of the device involves complex activity does not
change this. As a matter of fact, many of Bek Reishaexamples in Shas and poskim involve greater
randomness and delays. 3) TAeino Miskaveraspect; It is also doubtful that this is considered an
unintentional action at all, since the device is manufactured to work this way.

The fact that the switch operates differently on Shabbos than during the week; and the fact that the
switch's appearance is different than a regular switch is irrelevant. Poskim generally agree that anything
which is easily used on Shabbos, cannot be considesigida or grammaeven if it has been designed to

do the melach& an unusual or technologically indirect manner.

All this in addition to the fact that this innovation runs contrary to basic core Torah and Shabbos values,
and is definitely a zilzul d'Shabbuegich itself is reason enough to prohibit its use.

This innovation has been publicized with the representation that it has the endorsement of "leading
Poskimand Orthodox Rabbis" and that it is permitted for use lechatchila and is actually recommended for
installation in Jewish homes for the enhancement of Shabbos. However, some of these Rabbis have
already stated that they do not endorse use of this product on Shabbos.

This device should not be brought into any Jewish home. This device is undoubtedly prohibited for
use on Shabbos and can lead to a tragic desecrat8renfirasShabbos.

59 ITON by INBIE T wRInp SN

We were shocked to learn of the introduction of the Kosher-Switch to the Frum community and have
asked the Gedolim for a ruling on the topic. We present a free translation of their ruling here and urge our
community to unite in rejecting this unfortunate and misleading innovation.

0% /2R Mo SARY 2RsN NI DN
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FKabbi Y. Telsky poya MS bxwn
506 EAST 7th STREET 941-0112

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11218

To whom it may concern;

| was given a description of a device called “the kosher switch” by its makers. The
accompanying material claimed that it could be used to turn lights on or off during Shabbos
without violating Halacha. Upon careful examination it turned out to be nothing more than a
tool for the breaking down naw nsaon into its component parts without omitting a single
element thereof. It is a “Rube Goldberg” contraption comprising an entire melocho, except that
somewhere along the line a tiny possibility of 90 is introduced so that the odds of the
melocho being completed is reduced somewhat or delayed minimally. This concept has no

place in Halacha', If the Sanhedrin were empowered, that act would be punishable by nmn
“ia,

Following this fallacious reasoning, all thirty nine melochos and their sub categories (toldos)
could easily be performed on Shabbos. There is but a one word correct response to these
machinations - Mo, period. In a case of pikuach nefesh there would be no improvement in
using this device over a direct performance of the actual act {melocho), which would be
preferable because it wouid shorten the rescue time.

The material advertising the “switch” is an agonizing distortion of Torah values. It portrays the
holy and wonderfut Shabbos as a nuisance and a problem te be solved. “Get our switch” and
you will be relieved from the unbearabie limitations and yoke of Shabbos. That is the
unequivocal message resounding from every word of the false publicity accompanying the
gadget. It is worthwhile to issue a clarion call at this time to clear the air. Shabbos is wonderful,
Shabbos is bliss. There is nothing in Jewish life comparable to preparing for and experiencing
our Holy Shabbos. Nor is there anything in non jewish fife that comes close to Shabbos. The
limitations of Shabbos are what characterizes it and what endows it with its sweetness and
majesty. ‘

DPMITTY 0322231 272 N MIN - WIPZ navn oY nx
Signed on the 2™ day in the month of lyar 5775
f“'.
Y A A o
oER 1 U fup
i
Rabbi Yisroe] Belsky

‘Compare to my»on MM . There as well the lack of certainty in intermediate elements do not diminish the
continuity of the melocho. There are innumerable other examples.
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