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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the show

It was mentioned that if someone made for example, one million dollars on a sale of a
property that cost only $200,000 then he should be obligated to pay Maaser of
$100,0000 on his one million dollar gain, even though he does not have a recognized
gain according to the IRS if he did a 1031 exchange. However, the Rov mentioned that
a 401 (k) plan gain is not subject to Maaser because there is a 10% early withdrawal
penalty and the gain is not considered accessible because most people would not
withdraw this money if they had to pay this penalty. In my opinion, the gain on a 1031
exchange should also not be considered accessible because to be exempt from tax,
IRS required that the full proceeds of the sale be re-invested. If a person takes
$100,000 out of his one million dollar gain to pay his maser obligation then he would not
be investing the full proceeds in a 1031 exchange. He would have to pay full capital
gains tax on this $100,000 non-invested amount he used to pay his Maaser obligation.
This perhaps, should also be considered a significant penalty and exempt the person

from Maaser.

Raphael Z. Grossman

Artscroll Shas

Yeah, it's the oldest question everyone wonders. They have 10 pages of sponsors at
the beginning of every volume. A sponsor per volume; an average Mesechta has 2
volumes; Sanhedrin, Shabbos, and Chullin have 4, a sponsor per Seder, a sponsor for
big volume, a sponsor for subway series volume, a sponsor for English and a sponsor

for Hebrew, and still, they charge $35 per volume!

Yaakov M. Berger

Dear Reb David,



During your podcast you asked a question about someone using Tzedaka /Maaser
money to dedicate a book/Sefer where it will then be sold as by a for profit publisher. It
seems you are talking about ArtScroll (although | do see other publishers have

” 4

dedications or the “Lichtenstein” “Goldstein” “Weinberg” edition etc). You were
wondering how it can be Tzedaka if it is being sold for a profit making company. Do you
know if Artscroll tells its donors that they can count this as Tzedaka/Maaser? If they do,
do they have a Posek who told them it is Tzedaka? | seem to recall reading in the past
that they claim that without donors, in order for them to stay in business; they would
have to charge much more per Sefer. As you stated on the podcast you are on the
board of Touro college. As a parent of a Touro student, | can tell you that the cost of
college textbooks are much more expensive than the Artscroll gemara. In the article |
read, they claim the donors make the price cheaper and more affordable and that
increases the number of Lomdei Torah. | don’t know if that is the Sevara that they use
or even if they claim it's Tzedaka but just wanted to be Modia you. Ksiva Vachasima

Tova
Martin Nerl

Response: Thank you, we didn't mention Artscroll, this is a case by case discussion a

donor has to have with the publisher its thinking of donating to.

Previous Shows
Hi. | have a question for R David.
Thank you for all that you do.

| listened to your discussion with Rabbi Lander regarding the issue of triggering motion

sensors on Shabbos and had a few questions.

| have installed at my front door a Ring Video Doorbell. | have it for security reasons

only. It records on motion when it detects activity.

My question is regarding Shabbos, there is no way to turn off the motion dectection. |
can disable the alerts it sends to my phone but not the ability to stop it from recording.


http://college.as/

From what Rabbi Lander explained | took the following into account:
1. | assume this goes under the category of “Psik Raisha Dlo Nicha Lei”.

2. There is no visible violation of Shabbos, the recording is “in the cloud”. There is no
screen on which anyone is appearing on Shabbos.
| did not hear in the discussion a difference between a camera that records at all times

and a camera that only records on motion.
If you would get back to me | would greatly appreciate it.
Thanks!
Yitzy Sitorsky
Show Suggestions
Hi,
| sell party goods on walmart.com as a third party seller (same idea as selling on

amazon), and with the approaching holiday season, | wanted to get some clarity on
what Halacha has to say regarding:

1. Selling holiday themed packages (both neutral items such as plates and napkins in
holiday COLORS [red, green, gold for xmas, orange, black, purple for haloween etc.] as

well as actual holiday themed decorations).

2. Using expressions acknowledging the holidays, such as "holiday season", "happy

holiday" etc.

3. Explicit mention of holiday names in product titles, descriptions etc. (which can be a
huge factor in search results (= sales) when selling online.

4. Differences in various holidays as it pertains to all the above.

| don't know if this is the right address to ask a specific Halacha Shayla, however | have
spoken to a few Rabbonim, none of who seemed to really know what they were talking
about, and I'm kind of at a loss for who to ask. I tried to reach Harav Bleich from YU, but

| have yet to figure out how to get hold of him. And | also need to get an answer asap,


http://walmart.com/

as | need to start preparing and advertising etc. in advance of the upcoming holidays.

If there's any way you'd be able to help me out, or direct me to someone qualified and
competent, I'd greatly appreciate it.

Thank you

Yudi Browd
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