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Dr. Howard Lebowits: Discussing the different shitos regarding end of life treatments & DNR :Rabbi
Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Eliezer Yehudah Waldenberg, Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein
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Selected emails from our listeners

Subject: headlines show with Rebbetzin Chana Henkin

| was just wondering why there were no questions directed to leaders in the orthodox community (as
opposed to the modern orthodox) about whether or not the concept of a yoetzet halacha is accepted. |
understand the logic behind the concept of a yoetzet, as it can be very uncomfortable to speak to a rav
about certain shailos. But that is exactly why | have my husband ask those shailos (as do all of the
women | know).

| think in certain situations it is very helpful to hear controversial viewpoints directly from the other
side, but after listening to several of your shows it is concerning to me that the viewpoint of leaders in
the orthodox community are not always presented after interviewing these people. You have a
responsibility to the Torah community to make sure that people come out from listening to your show
with a clear understanding of what the Torah perspective is on the topic that you addressed. To
interview the modern orthodox (or other controversial) side alone is very dangerous as listeners may
walk away confused.

Also, in response to your show on tznius where you try to say that "ad" the knee does not mean "ad vad
bichlal": Rav Moshe Feinstein has a teshuva that discusses this. There is also a letter quoted from Rav
Moshe in the sefer "oz vehadar levusha" starting on page 300 where he discusses the knee needing to
be covered completely. The wording found there includes "I want to make it known that it is an
obligation on the Bas Yisroel to wear Kosher clothes which do not allow even the most minimal part of
her knee to show, chas veshalom, whether at the time of walking or when she sits down.” This seems
to contradict the argument that you were trying to make about allowing less than a tefach of the knee to
be shown, as Rav Moshe says clothes should "not allow even the most minimal part of her knee to
show". Rabbi Brog disagreed with you numerous times, citing the many many poskim who say it is "ad
vad bichlal". It is very concerning to me that listeners can come away from that specific show thinking
that maybe there is a 100% orthodox view that allows them to have their knee completely uncovered,
when the reality is that the poskim do not say that.

| think bringing up contemporary issues and getting the viewpoint of rabbonim in our community on
them is a very wonderful thing. Just please make sure that your listeners come away with a clear
understanding of what is the real orthodox view.

, Thank you
Mrs. Weinstein

I really enjoy your show, I started listening a few day ago. One thing that bothered me was that you
had the head of Nishmat come on, and before you did you made a comment that it's a controversial
place. However during your interview, you failed to make any comments or ask any questions, or
explain why its controversial. It was an interesting interview but if she has positions that vary from
normative halachic practice you should have asked her about them. I'm saying this as someone who is
generally curious about what her responses would be or what the responses of someone opposed to

. what she is doing would say

Kol tov

Noah Fried



