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Selected emails from our listeners
Questions of the week

If someone approaches me and says: "If you don't start jumping rope, | am going to Kill
you," | do not have to start jumping rope. And if he tries to kill me he is a rodef, and |
may Kill him first. A person does not have to modify his behavior to suit the tastes of
another in order to prevent that person from deciding to be a rodef. Therefore, Zimri was
not required to stop what he was doing in order to prevent Pinchas from trying to Kkill
him.

Yehoshua Duker
Comments on the show

| don't know how to address the issue of staying relevant, but | believe the Lubavitcher
Rebbe expressed the essential issue with today's contemporary music, and | don't know
the exact wording, but the gist of it was - that it's all about expressing Hefkerus, and a
wish to break out of limitations and rules etc, i.e. the opposite of Kabolas Ol.

| once heard a Mashpia put it rather bluntly, regarding music and dancing by weddings -
even if you only have Chabad Nigunim played by the wedding, but if the style in which
the music is played somehow brings about the moving of certain body parts as opposed
to others, that tells you something about the style...

And | am young, but | do believe that this Hefkerus style is relatively new, and is
connected with the youth/hippy/sexual revolution of the 50s and 60s and on.

Re Napoleon's march - small correction - it is sung at the end of Neilah, not Simchas
Torah. The Rebbe often spoke about marches, that they express victory, that even
when one is going into battle, if they go with an attitude of Simcha and a sense that they
will be victorious, that in itself helps bring about victory. But we sing it Motzoei Yom

Kippur to show that we are positive that we were victorious |*1a.

I'm including a letter of the Rebbe about changing Chabad Nigunim to make them more

usable in performances.
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And here are some quotes from a Chabad Mashpia (which also include quotes from
Chabad Rebbeim), though | should say that his personal views and conclusions

aren't necessarily considered Torah Misinai and authoritative, even in Chabad...
With Brochos for continued Hatzlacha in your great work and shows.

Wow this week's program was amazing to listen to!
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Dear Reb Dovid

| have been listening to Headlines for around 3 years now, and | have not enjoyed any
show as much as the most recent show about music. | thought you presented a wide
range of different guests coming from different perspectives and foudn the subject
enlightening and interesting. | was fascinated by Sherwood Goffin's historical references
about the origins of Nusach and adaptions of Jewish music from the different host

cultures over the ages.

As an avid fan of Jewish music, | think it would be good to speak with some of the
artists who "Megayer" secular songs or styles and package them for a Jewish audience.
Perhaps you could speak with the likes of Gershon Veroba, Lenny Solomon (Shlock
Rock) and Avraham Rosenblum (Diaspora Yeshiva Band) whom | believe approach this
subject appropriately and pay great respect to the essence of what Jewish music must
entail. If you could invite them to speak on your show I think that would provide another
perspective of the artist and their sensitivities in the creative process.

Some of the more contemporary groups who release parodies such as Six13 and the
Maccabeats- | don't think they are marketing necessarily to the Frum crowd, but for an

additional perspective you could perhaps speak with them as well.

On another subject, | appreciated your balanced approach in dealing with the "sitting
next to a woman on a plane" issue. | disagree with the listener who said that it is
impossible to Mechalel Hashem if you are actually following Halacha. It all depends on
HOW you do it. Based on his reasoning, there can be no such thing as a "Novol Birshus
HaTorah", since by following the Torah you can be doing no wrong. Obviously that
cannot be true. Just as someone must make prior arrangements to have a Kosher meal
on the flight, he should make similar arrangements to ensure he is not seated next to
someone that could pose a Halachic problem. | like your $100 solution and hopefully
people will bear that in mind when making future travel plans.

| think in the most recent case, the people involved were seeking attention rather than
being concerned about Halacha. The news reports said they were closing their eyes



while walking onto the plane and made a whole scene holding up the plane for an hour.
If someone would have done that if say they had been denied a Kosher meal after not
even requesting one, | am sure no-one would have supported them in favor of
upholding Halacha. It was irresponsible on their part. As you said, you're operating in

the public sphere and you need to sort out your religious requirements beforehand.
Thanks again for a great show and Hatzlacha Rabba!

Kol Tuv

Gedaliah Levin

Melbourne, Australia

As a musician —
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KKOWTgGJI2cIWRrOIV2gRTOAOLIX_A&M=W 3jadkwl8ZQVmpyJp8W YrSOk-MROQmpPNPiu4150-DI&s=VH7V08S72GcsGyshGUXOwWwCkQVQ3ulT9s31IAD6yaQwaes= -

| think the answer as to why we look negatively to the notion of converting secular
songs is because back in the day they’re songs weren’t Prust and full of lust etc... love...
so a march or waltz was pretty refined. Today’s secular music though is so full of dirty
filth that it obviously shouldn’t have an influence on our music.

Just one man's opinion.....

Shloime Baumwolspiner

Hi,
| want to begin by writing that | am a major fan of your podcast. | find them insightful and
enjoyable to listen to and | wish you all the Hatzlocha for the future.

| was listening to your most recent podcast about Jewish music and it was spectacular,
especially the interview from Chazan Goffin. | am glad that this topic was discussed as |
think it is something which people are lacking clarity in.
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| am writing to you because as a Chabad Chossid | heard the Niggun of Napoleon's
March being discussed a few times and | want to clarify a few details. Although the song
does come from the army of Napoleon, it did not become a Niggun through the
intervention of Chassidim, rather the Alter Rebbe, the Baal HaTanya, he was the one
that endorsed it. And | do think there is a difference whether a Tzadik does such a thing
or someone else.

When the Lubavitcher Rebbe spoke about this Niggun, he said that the act of the Alter
Rebbe was a way of uplifting and transforming this song of Napoleon (which the Alter
Rebbe did not like and he wanted the Russians to win, as he was afraid of the modern
lifestyle and ideologies of France and how it would affect the Jewish people), into
something holy.

Kul Tuv,

Mordechai Wolf

| asked Rav Schachter about Zemiros and Kol Isha. He quoted the Seridei Eish, who
observed that when he arrived in Germany from Eastern Europe, he found that the
community relied on Rav Hildesheimer’'s Tzeiruf of Heterim of Shirei Kodesh and Trei
Kali. RYYW also observed that the girls who sang Zemiros in Germany were better
equipped to confront the modern world than the girls in Esstern Europe who didn't.
What about us? Are we confronting the modern world? Rav Schachter said he thought
so - and added that in Williamsburg they think they aren’t confronting the modern world,
but they really are.

When | studied nussach to daven Shacharis on YN, | relied heavily on the recordings of
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein who, aside from being a legendary Rabbi, is also a talented
Baal Tefilah. The recordings are excellent - textbook nussach. | noticed an interesting
machlokes between Rabbi Lookstein and Cantor Goffin. Rabbi Lookstein thinks that
Erev Shel Shoshanim (Israeli love song) is “particularly appropriate” for YK. Meanwhile
Rabbi Goffen has written that a Chazan should not use this melody. For RHL this
Niggun is Hiddur. For CSG this niggun is issur.



Chaim Gottesman

Good afternoon Rav Dovid
| first wish to reiterate how much | enjoy the show. Such variety and nma!

Regarding your discussion on family members listening to Zemiros of girls you may
wish to see Shalmei Shabbos (by Rav Tuvya Freund) who has fascinating discussion
on this matter. (One story is the Ksav Sofer hosted his sister one Yom Tov after his
father died and asked her not to sing. To which she responded that our father Chasam
Sofer did allow it).

Another point | recall from there is that the Brisker Rov allowed his daughters to sing,
but would close the windows to avoid the street hearing.

Kol Tuv and keep spreading "light"

Mordechai Ullmann - UK

Copying Music - Story from Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein ZT’L

http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/spiritual-aristocracy-the-legacy-of-rabbi-aharon-lichtenstein-ztl-one-year-later/

It was no simple feat, but Michael Eisenberg finally mustered the courage to ask Rabbi
Aharon Lichtenstein, Zeikher Tzaddik Le’vrakhah (ZT’L), may the righteous person’s
memory be a blessing, a question on Halakhah, Jewish law. After months of failed
attempts to do so, Mr. Eisenberg slowly yet forcefully brought his legs one in front of the
other and approached Rabbi Lichtenstein’s seat at the front of the Yeshivat Har
Etzion beit midrash, study hall, as a nervous servant approaches his majestic king. The
servant, sweating, trembling, waits to be recognized by the monarch; once Mr.
Eisenberg was acknowledged with a kind smile, he asked what the Rosh Yeshiva
thought about copying music from one cassette to another. Rabbi Lichtenstein replied
“you bought it, you made a kinyan [legal transaction], so you reserve the right to do with
it what you like.” He paused. “But you will not win a medal for “kedoshim tihiyu,” “and you
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shall be sanctified” [Leviticus 19: 2].

Chaim Gottesman

Hi
First of all thanks for your programs.....

In last week's program you quoted a Noide Beyehuda about a Chiyuv Nehene.... |
looked through it quickly but as far as if could see he is only Mechayev him because
since he caused him a Hefsed by putting the value of his Sefer down it's no longer
considered hon X7 n11 nan nt and therefore he is Mechuyav also for the nxan but in the
case of copying music if one anyway wouldn't buy it he is not being Mafsid him so would
that not be hon X7 N1l N1 nT?

| look forward to your reply
Thanks
Zvi Black

Response: If thousands of people couldn't download because it was Assur, isn't there a
reasonable likelihood that many would buy the song? After all, Apple etc. does sell
many millions of songs a year.

Shalom U'Brachal!

I've never reached out to show host or celebrities but | could not control myself and |

needed to reach out to you and say, Thank You!

Your podcast are amazing and so well thought out. Many in our community
(Chabadtzkes) take pleasure in your shows and I'm certain that many other

communities take great pleasure in your work as well.

How many of us have time to run to a proper Shiurim (aside to our daily Shiurim



Chitas/Rambam).....I can tell you hands on, that it is very difficult in my case, but
listening to your shows it gives me the great pleasure to know that once a week | could
look forward and listen to a proper Shiur! Your shows have so much depth and | have
no doubt that your show has the Kedusha of any Shiur given by any Rosh Yeshivah.....

May the Almighty provide you with continued strength and be Zoiche to V'hemidu
Talmidim Harbeh". May the forth coming days become days of Joy and Happiness!

Thank you again,
Abba Deutsch

Show Suggestions
Hi R' Dovid,

You may want to interview R' Moshe Lichtman on your show on the topic of Yishuv
Eretz Yisrael. He has written/translated 7 books on the subject, with Haskamos from R’
Hershel Shechter.

See his website: http://toratzion.com

PS: he happens to be an excellent speaker!


http://toratzion.com/

Rabbi Doniel Neustadt
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