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BUSINESS "PUNDIT

50 Online Businesses You Can Run From Home

1.11.11

Avoid cubicle farms and bosses breathing down your neck by starting an online
business that you can run from home. Once you start making real money, you might
never turn back. Here are 50 online businesses you start and run from home:

Virtual assistant

Help clients out by providing secretarial, technical, or creative support from your
home office.

Providing content

Blogs, websites, even magazines need content to stay fresh and relevant. Put your
writing, photography, or other artistic skills to work for pay.

Freelance programmer

Everyone needs a programmer. You're especially relevant and valuable if you can
program mobile apps.

Affiliate marketing

Drive traffic to big sites like Amazon and eBay, or even to smaller sites via online ads
and your website, then get a commission in return.

Reselling products

Buy a bunch of products at one price, set up a website, and resell them to interested
buyers for profit.

Ebooks

Ebooks in every topic are a hot commaodity. You could either get them written and sell
them via your website, or write them yourself.

Home study courses

Learning a new skKill is as easy as getting online, and if you have a specialty, it's a
good time to turn it into a home study course that you can sell for profit.

Reports

Research a topic that people just can’t find a solution to, package it into a report,
then sell each report for money.
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Educational videos

From fixing dishwashers to understanding myopia, people are hungry to learn online.
Help them with your educational videos.

Selling software

From Internet security to marketing support, everyone with a computer is looking for
some kind of software. Help them find it by selling it on your site.

Day trading

If you’re willing to rise early, study markets, and put in winning bets, this three-hour-
a-day job could be for you.

Google AdSense websites

Create one or more blogs or websites, and make money by showing Google AdSense ads.
Selling ad space

Build a website, increase traffic to it, and advertisers will be knocking on your door
to pay you for ad space.

Flipping domains

See a potentially hot domain name that hasn’t been taken yet? Buy it up and flip it
for profit.

Online auctions

Yes, buying up someone else’s junk at garage sales, then selling it for a premium on
eBay still does work.

Data entry

Everyone needs data entry, but few are willing to do it. If you're one of those few, you
can find contract jobs online.

Paid online surveys

Marketers will pay as much as $300 per day for in-person surveys. Online surveys
will net you less, but if you do enough of them, you can make yourself a handsome
little nest egg.

Network marketing

Proven products always need more sellers. Find a niche you like, put up a small
amount of money upfront, make lots of phone calls and online inquiries, and watch
the profits roll in.

Selling your handiwork or crafts

If you consider yourself an artsy-craftsy person, add the fruits of your labor to Etsy.
com and transform them into dollars.

Flipping websites

Take someone’s flailing website off their hands, polish it up, and find a buyer who
wants it.

Naming domains

If you're good at naming things, try your hand at domain naming for profit at
PickyDomains.com.
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Writing software reviews

If you geek out on new apps, programs, and other software, writing reviews onSoft-
wareJudge.com can make you money.

Writing Google AdWords ads

Everyone wants good AdWords ads, but not everyone can write them well, as any
Google search will demonstrate. Prettifying AdWords ads can make you a profit.
Write sponsored posts on your blog

Companies everywhere are dying for social media exposure. Get enough user traction
on your blog, and make moola writing paid posts through an agency like PayPerPost.
com.

Social media expert

If you have a real aptitude for gaining a following on social media sites like Twitter and
Facebook, outsource those skills to companies as a social media expert.

Write an ezine with a paid subscription

If you have valuable content to offer, consider writing an ezine, then charging users to
read it. This is an especially promising strategy as the age of the tablet rears its head.
Online research

Lots of people and companies need research done, but not everyone has the time
to do it. Pimp your skills as a researcher-for-pay.

Flipping blogs

See a potentially huge blog that’s been neglected by its owner? Snap it up, fix it up,
increase traffic, and flip it to a buyer for a profit.

Transcribing

Transcribing audio content can be a slow, time-consuming process, and the truth is,
there’s just not that much good transcribing software out there. This could be your
niche.

Recruiting

Becoming a freelance recruiter can offer handsome benefits, especially if you do it
at the executive level.

Consulting

Pitch yourself as an expert in your field and harness your connections to consult for
a living.

Life coach

Do you like to motivate people? Got business acumen? If so, exchange your skills for
cash as an online life coach.

Online travel agent

Although lots of travel planning is now automated, you can still make money as a
specialized travel agent, either for a travel portal or on a consulting basis.

Selling products

If you have something to sell, there’s a place for you to sell it, from Craigslist to eBay
to Amazon to all kinds of specialty sites.
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Dropshipping

Be the middleman between a customer and a wholesaler by shipping goods that a
customer orders from said wholesaler-and marking them up in the process.
Graphic design

Put your artistic skKills to use by designing posters, ads, business cards, and more.
Web design

Outsource your skills to the legions of companies and individuals looking for a new
or improved website.

Selling used books

Selling used books on sites like Amazon.com and, if you sell the right books, quite
lucrative.

Internet marketing

From blog guest posts to Facebook to newsletters, Internet marketing requires know-
how, but you get paid bucks in return.

Accounting

If you're a CPA, jump online to bring in more business.

SEO

What use is a website if a search engine can’t find it? Put your search maestro skills
to use by becoming an SEO expert.

Apartment/roommate locator

Use your real estate acumen to find people the perfect apartment or home to rent,
or even hook them up with a roommate.

Bookkeeping

Record financial transactions for clients, or work in billing.

Collections

Work as a bill collector from home.

Make how-to videos

Make quality how-to videos and sell them for profit.

Payroll services

Take care of payroll administration for businesses that can’t do it in-house.

Cartridge refill

Have people mail you their empty ink cartridges, refill them at home, and mail them back.
Software beta testing

Become a beta tester for the many software companies putting out new products.
Vitamin sales

Tinctures, creams, and anything with the word anti-aging on it has a hot market. Gear
up a site to sell these products online.

Medical claims billing

There are a lot of medical claims that need to be billed-and everyone outsources. Get
trained and jump on this for guaranteed bucks.
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Online Business on Shabbos

For centuries, observant Jewish merchants have displayed their unwaver-
ing loyalty to God and His Torah by closing their shops and factories on
Shabbos, fully and lovingly prepared to suffer the substantial loss of revenue
that this often entailed. Nowadays, many Jews own what we might call “virtual
shops” — online businesses where transactions are made without any involve-
ment whatsoever on the part of the merchant or his employees. The question
arises as to whether such businesses may remain operational on Shabbos or if
their Jewish owners must shut down the websites before the onset of Shabbos,
just as they must shut down ordinary stores.

The issue of commercial websites on Shabbos may be broken down into
three separate questions:

1) Would profits from transactions made on Shabbos fall under the prohibi-
tion of naw 1oV, earning money on Shabbos?

2) Even if no money was earned on Shabbos, but an order was made by a
non-Jewish customer, would filling the order constitute naw nwyn, deriv-
ing benefit from naxon performed by a non-Jew on Shabbos?

3) Do online transactions violate the prohibition of nawa pip, making a pp
(transaction) on Shabbos?

I. Pav 1w

The source for the prohibition of naw 15w is a halacha introduced in Bava Metzia
(58a) and codified in the Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 306:4) concerning the hiring of
watchman. If a watchman is hired on a daily salary, he may not receive pay for
his services provided on Shabbos, but if he receives a weekly, monthly, annual,
or multi-annual wage, then he may receive compensation for the entire work
period, including the services provided on Shabbos.! The Shulchan Aruch
stipulates that the watchman may not explicitly request payment for the work

1. Rashi (Kesuvos 64a) comments that the prohibition of naw 15w was enacted as a safe-
guard against 1nm npn, engaging in commerce on Shabbos. The Beis Yosef (O.C. 585)
questions this theory, noting that 1onm npn itself is permissible on the level of Torah
law and is forbidden only by force of rabbinic enactment, and the Sages would not
enact a safeguard against a violation which is itself a safeguard (nn% nm). Therefore,
the Beis Yosef posits that naw 15w is not actually forbidden, but the Sages did not want
to prescribe an arrangement whereby someone receives money for Shabbos (as in the
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performed on Shabbos, and he must instead request payment for the week,
month, year, etc. Rashi, commenting on the Gemara’s ruling, explains that if
the worker is not being paid only for Shabbos, wian 1wx1 0 WY W1 YY)
nawY — “It is ‘absorbed’ among the wages for the rest of the days and it is not
explicitly given for Shabbos.”

A. Passive Income on Shabbos

Clearly, then, it is forbidden to earn wages for work done specifically on Shabbos.
But would this apply to passive income? Is it permissible to earn money over
Shabbos without performing actual work — such as if one’s website is running
without any involvement whatsoever on his part?

The Magen Avraham rules that Jewish money lenders, who collect interest
from non-Jewish borrowers, must charge interest on a weekly, as opposed to
daily, basis. In other words, if the loan is repaid in the middle of the week, the
lender must either charge interest for the entire week or not charge at all for that
week. If the lender charges on a daily basis, the Magen Avraham claims, then he
would be receiving interest even for Shabbos, which is forbidden.

The Magen Avraham cites as the source for his ruling the Gemara’s discus-
sion in Kesuvos of a 7mn or nTm — a husband or wife who “rebels” against the
other by refusing to engage in intimate relations. The Mishna (63a) establishes
that a wife who “rebels” forfeits a certain amount from the value of her kesuba
for each week, and conversely, in the case of a husband who “rebels,” the value
of the wife’s kesuba is increased per week. However, the Gemara (64a) distin-
guishes between the two cases with regard to Shabbos: Shabbos is included
in the decrease of the kesuba’s value in the case of a nTmn, but is not included
in the increase of its value in the situation of a 1mn. The reason, the Gemara

case in Kesuvos, which we will discuss later). It is difficult to know how the Beis Yosef
reconciled this claim with his own ruling concerning the watchman.

It should be noted that the Rambam does not discuss the laws of naw 15w in the
context of the laws of 19nm npn on Shabbos (in Hilchos Shabbos 23), and instead pres-
ents them earlier (chapter 6), suggesting that naw 15w has nothing at all to do with the
prohibition of 1anm npn.

2. At first glance, we might explain this concept of ny%an to mean that we view the
wages as payment for the services provided on all other days, besides Shabbos. This
approach, however, is incorrect, because the Gemara states explicitly that in such an
arrangement, the watchman is required to work even on Shabbos (v9» naw nvanx).
Necessarily, then, he is being paid even for his work on Shabbos. We must therefore
explain that in a situation of nyYan, one is permitted to receive payment for work done
on Shabbos because this is not made explicit, as his payment for Shabbos is received
together with his payment for the other days of work.
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explains, is that if the wife were to receive compensation for Shabbos, it would
appear as naw 10w, and thus Chazal excluded Shabbos when calculating the
extra amount owed to the woman on account of her husband’s “rebellion.” The
Magen Avraham notes that even though the woman does not perform any work
on Shabbos, she may not receive compensatory payments for that day, and thus
interest may also not be charged specifically for Shabbos. As such, interest must
be charged on a weekly or monthly basis, and not a daily basis.

Returning to commercial websites, it would appear that it would be forbid-
den to receive profits for business conducted on Shabbos despite the fact that
no work is performed.

B. Payment for Merchandise

However, an important distinction exists in this regard between different kinds
of commercial websites. When dealing with the sale of merchandise, there is
a strong halachic basis to allow receiving payment for sales made on Shabbos,
whereas payment for online information or games played online would be
forbidden.

The source for this distinction is the comments of the Noda Bi-Yehuda
(Tanina, O.C. 26) permitting mikveh owners to receive payment for the use
of the mikveh on Shabbos. He writes that since a mikveh owner is entitled to
payment for the firewood used in the mikveh on Shabbos, he may also receive
profits through nyban (as discussed above).? In establishing the permissibility
of receiving payment for the firewood, the Noda Bi-Yehuda writes: np1>w »n yor
YIN21Y Y79 ®Y 2w ann 12T — “Is it possible that one who takes something from
his fellow on Shabbos does not [have to] pay him for it during the week?!” It was
obvious to the Noda Bi-Yehuda that if a person takes someone else’s possession
on Shabbos, he must pay him after Shabbos, and this does not constitute naw 1ov.
In his view, then, Halacha distinguishes between payment for services, which is
forbidden if the services are provided on Shabbos, and payment for merchan-
dise, which is permitted even if the merchandise was acquired on Shabbos.

Rav Yitzchak Weiss (Minchas Yitzchak 3:34) cites the Noda Bi-Yehuda’s
ruling in discussing the question of automatic vending machines that operate
on Shabbos. He writes that in light of the Noda Bi-Yehuda’s comments, one may
receive profits from the purchases made by non-Jews from his vending machines
on Shabbos, as the payment is made for merchandise, and not for services.

Similarly, one may receive payment for merchandise sold online over

3. The Noda Bi-Yehuda also notes that some authorities permit naw 15w when a mitzva
is involved, such as in the case of a chazan, and this would apply to the use of a mikveh,
as well.
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Shabbos, whereas payment for online services provided over Shabbos would
be forbidden on the grounds of naw 1Hw.

I1. naw hwyn

The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 276:1) rules that if a non-Jew kindled a light for a
Jew on Shabbos in a dark room, no Jew may make use of the illumination it
provides, as it is forbidden to derive benefit from naxon performed for a Jew
on Shabbos. This prohibition, known as naw nwyn, should seemingly affect the
permissibility of processing orders made by non-Jews online during Shabbos.
The customer performed naxn by placing the order, and thus by accepting the
order and earning profits, the merchant derives benefit from melacha performed
for him on Shabbos.

However, the Shulchan Aruch later (307:20) rules that one may derive benefit
from the noxYn on Motzaei Shabbos, after the period of ywyw 133, the time
needed to perform that melacha. Once this time has passed, then one is no
longer considered to be benefiting from the action performed on Shabbos, since
the benefit is received after the amount of time that would have been needed for
the act in question to be performed after Shabbos.

Regarding an online business, then, we might conclude that after Shabbos
ends and one has waited the period of 'y >131 — the amount of time needed
to place an online order (which, of course, is just a few minutes) — he is allowed
to process the order and earn profits.

However, Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv (cited in Kedushas Ha-Shabbos, vol.
2, appendix 1, section 13) draws a compelling distinction between this case and
ordinary situations of naw nwyn. The classic case of naw nwyn is one in which
food was cooked on Shabbos and it becomes permissible after Shabbos, once
the time required for cooking has passed. After one has waited ywy>w »133, he is
no longer benefitting from the naxYn performed on Shabbos, since it could have
just as easily been done after Shabbos. But if a nax%n was done on Shabbos that
could not necessarily be done after Shabbos, one may never derive benefit from
that act, even after wyw »11. Consider, for example, the case of a photograph
taken for a Jew of something that occurred on Shabbos. Since the event took
place only on Shabbos, this photograph could obviously not have been taken
after Shabbos. Rav Elyashiv claims that undoubtedly, one may not make use
of the picture even after ywy»w 133, as even after this period one would still be
deriving benefit from the naxbn performed on Shabbos.

Applying this rationale to online orders, regardless of when one processes
an order and receives payment, he is still deriving benefit from an act done on
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Shabbos, since there is no guarantee that the customer would or could have
placed the order after Shabbos.

A. Indirect Benefit

We may, however, consider allowing such orders to be processed for a different
reason — because the benefit derived from the naxn is not direct. The merchant
earns profit as a result of the order, but does not derive direct benefit from
the order itself. We might compare this situation to the Mishna Berura’s ruling
(318:4) that even if a Jew himself cooks food on Shabbos, and thus may not eat
the food even beyond 1wy w »13, he may sell the food and use the money. Using
the money received in exchange for the food constitutes indirect benefit from
the naxon, which does not fall under the prohibition of naw nwyn.

However, the precise parameters of this halacha permitting indirect benefit
from naw nwyn are subject to considerable discussion among the poskim.* The
Magen Avraham (518) addresses the case of vegetables that were stored in an
underground cavern covered by earth, and a gentile dug to retrieve them for
a Jew on Shabbos. He writes that although the vegetables are not considered
muktzeh, nevertheless, if the gentile performed this act specifically for the Jew,
one may not use the vegetables, as this would entail benefit from noxYn. Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (Minchas Shlomo 1:5:2, 9”yx n”1) applies this ruling
to the case of a home or building that was locked on Shabbos and someone
brought a key through a ma70 mwn (public domain), in violation of Shabbos. If
there was no permissible way to enter the home, Rav Shlomo Zalman writes,
then one may not enter the home or use its contents. Just as one may not derive
benefit from the vegetables retrieved through a naxon, as there were no other
means of accessing them, similarly, one may not derive benefit from a home that
was accessible only as a result of naxon.

In a later responsum (2:16:1), however, Rav Shlomo Zalman retracted this
ruling. There he writes that although one would not be allowed to use the key
to open the door, as this would constitute direct benefit from the naxYn of
transporting the key, nevertheless, if someone did open the door, one would be
allowed to enter and make use of the home. The prohibition of naw nwyn forbids
deriving benefit from the object with which the nax9n was performed, which
in this case is the key. Hence, it would be forbidden to make use of the key, but
if a non-Jew opened the door — an act which does not involve naxn — then
one may derive benefit from the door and the home, as they were not involved
in any melacha.

4. See my book Mishna Acharona, siman 318, p. 133.
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Rav Shlomo Zalman does not explain how this case differs from the situation
addressed by the Magen Avraham regarding vegetables retrieved on Shabbos by
digging. It would seem that there, the opening of the cavern is itself the object of
noRYN, and it may therefore not be used. In the case of a key to open a building,
however, the object of the naxYn is the key, not the door, and thus once the door
was opened, one is allowed to enter.

A different position is taken by Rav Moshe Feinstein (Iggeros Moshe, O.C.
2:71),°> who forbids entering a building if the key was brought in violation of
Shabbos. He accepts the premise that the prohibition of naw nwyn applies only
to the object regarding which the naxbn was performed,® but in his view, this
would include the entry into a building that was opened with a key brought
through a oawn mwa. He concedes, however, that if someone kindled a light in
a dark room on Shabbos, enabling an object to be retrieved from the room, that
object is permissible for use, as it is not the object of the melacha.

In any event, it emerges that we have two models of “indirect benefit™:

1) Selling food that was cooked on Shabbos, which the Mishna Berura
permits, as using the money does not constitute direct benefit from the
Shabbos violation;

2) Using a key that was accessed through a Shabbos violation or an opening
in the ground that was made through a Shabbos violation. (According to
Rav Moshe, this would also include using a home that was opened by a
key accessed through a Shabbos violation.)

The question thus becomes to which of these models we should compare pro-
cessing orders made on Shabbos. On the one hand, one might argue that the
order merely facilitates a profit; one derives benefit from the money, not the
order itself. As such, this situation would resemble the case of selling the food
that had been cooked on Shabbos. On the other hand, one might argue that
the merchant uses the orders the way he uses the key brought in violation of
Shabbos, and it should thus be forbidden. It is difficult to conclusively decide
one way or the other.

5. See also Iggeros Moshe, O.C. 2:77.

6. Rav Moshe arrives at this conclusion based on the Gemara in Bava Kama (71a),
which establishes the prohibition of naw nwyn based on the verse »> nawn nx onnw
0% &0 wTp, which implies an association between Shabbos and hekdesh (consecrated
property). The Gemara writes: N%2X2 MOR NIV NVYN R NYIRA NOR VTP M — just as
hekdesh is forbidden for consumption, food prepared on Shabbos is similarly forbidden
for consumption. On this basis, Rav Moshe asserts that the prohibition of naw nwyn
resembles hekdesh; something obtains forbidden status only if it was the object of nax“n,
similar to hekdesh, which must be consecrated.
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B. Is the Customer Working for the Site Owner?

Another factor to consider is whether we view the customer’s nax5n as having
been done for the Jewish site owner. The entire prohibition against deriving
benefit from a non-Jew’s naxrYn applies only when the act is done specifically
for Jew. One could argue that a customer placing an order does so because he
wants to obtain the item, not to benefit the proprietor. Although he knowingly
benefits the owner by giving him business, his primary intent is to acquire an
item he desires, as opposed to providing a service to the site owner.”

One might, however, question this rationale in light of the Shulchan Aruch’s
ruling (Y.D. 227:1) concerning the sale of merchandise to someone from whom
one had vowed not to derive benefit (nxin 971n). The Shulchan Aruch rules that
assuming we are dealing with an ordinary transaction, in which the sale price
is fair for both the buyer and seller, it is regarded as mutually beneficial for both
parties, and thus both are halachically considered as deriving nxin (benefit). As
such, one who vowed not to derive benefit from his fellow may not buy from
him or sell to him, as in either case, he derives benefit. One might thus contend
that a buyer is indeed considered as providing benefit to the seller, and one may
therefore not accept orders placed online during Shabbos.

II1. nawa ap

A third concern that needs to be addressed is the prohibition of making a 1ip
(transaction) on Shabbos. According to Halacha, a non-Jew takes possession of
an item he purchases immediately upon transferring payment. Thus, by using
his credit card number to make an online purchase, at that moment, he takes
halachic possession of the merchandise.® The question thus arises as to whether
the Jew violates the prohibition of 173p when the customer makes an order from
his website, whereby he acquires merchandise from the Jew. On the one hand,
the item transfers from the Jew’s ownership to the customer’, and thus a 173p has
occurred on Shabbos. On the other hand, one might contend that one cannot
violate this prohibition without any action or involvement in the 1 on Shabbos.

7. 'This case differs from the situation discussed by the Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 252:4) of
a Jew who gives clothes to a non-Jewish tailor to repair and the tailor chooses to do the
work on Shabbos. The Rama rules that if the Jew knows the work was done on Shabbos,
he may not wear the clothes until after the period of wy>w >131 on Motzaei Shabbos, since
the gentile provided a service for him on Shabbos. In that case, the tailor performed a
service specifically for the Jew, whereas in the case of an online business, the customer’s
intent is to obtain the desired merchandise, not to provide a service for the merchant.

8. For our purposes, here we will assume that a credit card payment is halachically
equivalent to a cash payment.
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At first glance, we might compare this issue to the question discussed by
Rabbi Akiva Eiger in one of his responsa (Mahadura Kama, 159) regarding
whether one may make a ip before Shabbos but stipulate that it should take
effect only on Shabbos. There, too, the transaction takes place on Shabbos, but
without the person’s involvement, and Rabbi Akiva Eiger concludes that such
a 1p is forbidden.® He cites the Talmud Yerushalmi (cited by Tosfos, Yoma
13b) as commenting that if the Kohen Gadol’s wife died on Yom Kippur, he
would betroth another woman that same day (since an unmarried Kohen Gadol
cannot perform the Yom Kippur service).!® Although kiddushin (betrothal) has
the halakhic status of a kinyan, the Yerushalmi explains, a Kohen Gadol was
nevertheless allowed to betroth on Yom Kippur because w1pna maw pr — the
Shabbos restrictions enacted by the Sages did not apply in the Beis Ha-Mikdash.
As Rabbi Akiva Eiger notes, the Talmud Yerushalmi did not propose the option
of the Kohen Gadol betrothing the woman before Yom Kippur and stipulating
that it should take effect on Yom Kippur, when his wife dies. Apparently, this
would also be forbidden, and thus the rule of wpna maw Pxr would be needed
to permit even this arrangement.

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Iggeros Moshe, O.C. 3:44) refutes this proof, but con-
cludes that one should avoid such transactions on Shabbos in light of Rabbi
Akiva Eiger’s ruling and in light of the fact that no conclusive proof can be
brought one way or the other.

Seemingly, then, it is forbidden to even passively effectuate a y1p on Shabbos,
and it would thus be forbidden to enable online transactions to take place
whereby one’s merchandise is halachically acquired during Shabbos.

In truth, however, we may refute this argument for three reasons. First,

9. Rabbi Akiva Eiger initially draws proof for allowing such a y1p from the discussion of
the Terumas Ha-Deshen (see Magen Avraham 339:8) concerning pidyon ha-ben. The
Terumas Ha-Deshen writes that if the day for the pidyon ha-ben is Shabbos, it is delayed
until after Shabbos, and one should not give the Kohen the money on Friday and stipu-
late that the transaction should take effect on Shabbos. The reason given by the Terumas
Ha-Deshen is that the berachos cannot be recited at the time of the pidyon performed in
this manner, implying that otherwise, such an arrangement would be acceptable. This
seemingly proves that one may stipulate that a transaction should take effect on Shabbos.
Ultimately, however, Rabbi Akiva Eiger concludes otherwise, in light of the Yerushalmi’s
comments.

10. This discussion relates to the view of Rabbi Yehuda (Yorma 2a) that before Yom Kippur,
a woman was designated as a possible wife for the Kohen Gadol in case his wife died
on Yom Kippur. The Bavli (13b) explains this to mean that the Kohen Gadol would
betroth the woman on condition that his current wife dies on Yom Kippur, whereas the
Yerushalmi explains that the woman would be ready to be betrothed on Yom Kippur if
the current wife died.
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several Acharonim, including the Maharam Shick (Teshuvos, O.C. 131), dispute
Rabbi Akiva Eiger’s ruling and permit making acquisitions that will take effect
on Shabbos. Second, Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank (Har Tzvi, O.C. 126) asserts that
even Rabbi Akiva Eiger speaks only of passive acquisition on Shabbos, but
not of passive giving or selling. One who gives or sells something to another
person on Shabbos violates the prohibition through the action he performs,
and this can only happen if the act of acquisition is performed on Shabbos. It
is only regarding the buyer or recipient, who violates the prohibition by virtue
of his legal acquisition, that Rabbi Akiva Eiger claims that the prohibition can
be violated through passive acquisition. According to Rav Tzvi Pesach, then,
it would be permissible for a website owner to allow non-Jewish customers to
acquire his merchandise on Shabbos, as there is no prohibition against passively
selling one’s possessions on Shabbos.

The third argument relates to a fundamental question raised by the Avnei
Neizer (O.C. 51) concerning Rabbi Akiva Eiger’s ruling. When it comes to all
Shabbos prohibitions, Halacha allows one to set into motion before Shabbos a
process that will cause naxn to be performed on Shabbos. The Torah forbids
us from performing naxYn on Shabbos, but does not forbid us from having our
possessions perform naxYn on Shabbos. Why, then, should the prohibition of
1p be any different? Why does Rabbi Akiva Eiger forbid arranging for a 1ip to
occur on Shabbos, when all other Shabbos restrictions apply only to actions
performed on Shabbos itself?

In defense of Rabbi Akiva Eiger’s ruling, the Avnei Neizer suggests that in
the case of 11p, the effect depends upon the person even on Shabbos. If a person
arranges on Friday for a transaction to take effect on Shabbos, but he dies before
the stipulated time, the transaction clearly does not take effect. As such, the
person in such a case takes part in the forbidden transaction through his very
existence, and for this reason it is forbidden. Making a transaction differs in this
respect from other maxYn, where one can arrange before Shabbos to have it take
place during Shabbos even if he departs this world in the meantime.

This distinction, however, fails to account for the Shulchan Aruch’s ruling
(O.C. 307:4) that one may instruct a gentile to make purchases or sales for him,
even if this will be done on Shabbos, as long as he does not specifically instruct
the gentile to buy or sell for him on Shabbos. According to the Avnei Neizer’s
theory, the gentile’s transactions on behalf of the Jew on Shabbos should be
forbidden, since they depend upon the Jew’s existence. Clearly, if the Jew dies in
the interim, the purchases and sales made on his behalf are void. The Shulchan
Aruch’s ruling permitting such an arrangement would thus seem to disprove the
Avnei Neizer’s distinction.

We might therefore suggest a different explanation for Rabbi Akiva Eiger’s
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ruling. When a person makes a transaction and stipulates that it should take
effect later, we consider the transaction a xn> % nwyn — an “extended action”
performed over the course of the entire period. This stipulation essentially
extends the act of acquisition until its completion at the stipulated time. For
this reason, Rabbi Akiva Eiger felt that one may not stipulate that a pip will
take effect on Shabbos, because although in actuality he performs no action
on Shabbos, we view his initial act of transaction as extending into Shabbos.
1 differs in this regard from other Shabbos prohibitions, regarding which a
process set into motion before Shabbos is not viewed as an extended action.
It also differs from the case of a non-Jew making transactions on one’s behalf
during Shabbos, since the Jew did not perform any act that can be viewed as
extending into Shabbos.

If so, then the situation of a commercial website operating on Shabbos would
more closely resemble the case of the transactions made by a non-Jew than
the case addressed by Rabbi Akiva Eiger. The Jewish website owner does not
begin any transaction before Shabbos; the y1p is made entirely by the non-Jewish
customer, without any involvement on the Jew’s part, neither before nor during
Shabbos. As such, it would seem that even Rabbi Akiva Eiger would permit such
transactions on Shabbos.

It must be noted, however, that if one trades on eBay or other similar sites, he
may not arrange for any transactions to take place on Shabbos. As mentioned,
one may have a gentile make transactions for him on Shabbos only if he does
not request that this be done specifically during Shabbos. Thus, although one
may allow trading to be done on Shabbos, he may not arrange for it to be done
specifically on Shabbos.

I'V. Conclusion

1) naw 1Hw: As long as one is selling merchandise, as opposed to providing
an online service, he may receive profits for sales made on Shabbos, on
the basis of the Noda Bi-Yehuda’s ruling allowing payment for items taken
during Shabbos.

2) maw nwyn: It is questionable whether processing orders made on Shabbos
would constitute direct benefit from naxyn performed for a Jew.

3) nmawapip: As long as one does not specifically arrange for a transaction to
take place on Shabbos, he may allow customers to make purchases online
during Shabbos.



