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Rayos that A Mitzva done B'Dieved cannot be redone L'Chatchila
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Why doesn't he say Krias Shema B'Dieved and than say it again L'Chatchila later on with the

Brachos if he has time
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Since L'Chatchila you need to have Kavanah why don't you eat again with Kavanah

Lechem Mishna hold's you can redo to get L'Chatchila and the Achronim disagree with him
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A Safek from the Birkei Yosef if you made Kiddush B'Dieved should you redo L'Chatchila
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Rayos that A Mitzva done B'Dieved can be redone L'Chatchila
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What does he gain to eat again the Afikomen if he was Yotzei already
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Selected emails from our listeners

In regards to fulfilling a mitzvah in a Lechatchila way after you have already fulfilled it in
a Bedeavid way, we see by Chanukah Menorah, Mikar Hadin, once you light one
candle, on any night, you have fulfilled the mitzvah. Even more so, anyone else in the
house is Yotzeh with the one candle that is lit. However we see that the Minhag is that
everyone lights and everyone lights the amount of candles per the day and everyone
makes the Brachos! So we see that even though the one person who lights the one
candle has fulfilled the mitzvah completely, nevertheless (and as the main concept of
Mehadrin Min Hamihadrin is seen) by Chanukah Menorah, we add to the Hiddur in a

major fashion.

Mayer Gurkov

Regarding the question that was asked why does the Rambam say that the fact that
Sefira has only one Bracha is a proof that counting the weeks and days are only one

Mitzva versus by Tefilin whereby one Bracha is enough for two Mitzvos.

Perhaps the Rambam felt that Sefira is different since during week one you are only
counting days so once you start counting the weeks as well there should be a separate
Bracha versus Tefilin you are always doing both.

Dear R' Dovid,

Just listened to the excellent program on gun control. | am writing from the UK where
we have extremely tight gun control. It is forbidden to own a hand gun in this country
(never mind an AR15 - whatever that is). These strict guns laws were implemented over
here after the Dunblane Massacre in 1996 when one gunman murdered 16 children and
their teacher in Dunblane, Scotland. | wanted to say that the reason why these laws
could have been implemented in the first place was because we don't have the same
fear of government tyranny here as you do in the US and a constitution that is looked at

by many over there the same way we as Jews look at a Pasuk.



Also just wanted to make a couple of Halachic Ha'aros:

1) You mentioned whether it was right for a Jew to invest in a gun producing
company, | wanted to point out if you have a pension or some sort of index
linked investment you are probably already invested in a gun company or at
least some other morally questionable company (tobacco).

2) | wanted to say maybe there is a difference in a yeshiva/school/shul accepting a
donation from a person who made his money immorally and a health charity.
For instance, could Laniado hospital accept a donation from someone who
made his money in guns or tobacco, where here there is a Pikuach Nefesh
issue as well.

| would like to hear your thoughts on this.

Apologies for the long email, please keep up the excellent good work up there in the
Yeshiva Shel Ma'alah.

Kol Tuv
Simon Silver
Gut Voch,

What does the Halacha say about working for a defense contractor that creates
weapons for defensive and offensive purposes?

Thank you for this and your other programs.
David Fishman
Shalom Reb Dovid,

Great shows, as usual! About Israel selling guns to foreign nations, | can add at least
one aspect | was exposed to because of some work | do.



One time, | had to do some urgent, Safek Pikuach Nefesh, online intelligence-related
work on Shabbat for a security consultancy working for a foreign government. | asked
the LOR who is also a Rosh Yeshiva and also Colonel in the IDF about how and if |
could do so. His question was as follows: Is the intelligence work you will do targeting
an enemy of that Goyishe nation who is also an enemy of the Jews/Israel? The answer
was yes, and so he instructed me how to do so Halachically.

| am not sure, but perhaps this is a consideration for weapons sales? If South Africa
used Israeli weapons against the terrorists of the ANC - allies of the PLO - then might
that be a Halachically mitigating factor? No idea, just throwing that out there before your

sharp mind!
Thanks as always for all you do and Chag Kosher Ve sameyach!

Nissan

Show Suggestion

Perhaps a show about Mesora in Halacha. For example, | was in a restaurant yesterday
(in Israel) with a Mehadrin Sefardi Hechsher, and by some of the items on the menu it
said "for those who have the custom to eat the rear section of the animal." So for
Ashkenazim, who traditionally did not do Nikkur Haggid, can we rely on the
Yemenites/Sehardim who kept the tradition, or not. Same issue with regard to kosher
Locusts. A similar but different question is about oats on Pesach, where traditionally
oats have been identified as 2viw n71a'w, but in recent generations this identification has
been called into question by experts who claim that there were no oats in Eretz Yisrael
in the time of the Mishna. This has relevance both Lekulla (can we eat oats on Pesach)

and Lechumra (can one be Yotzai the Mitzva with oat Matzas).
All the best and Chag Kasher Vesameach.

Yehoshua Duker
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J. David Bleich

SURVEY OF RECENT HALAKHIC
PERIODICAL LITERATURE

Sale of Arms

Frequent press reports concerning
the role of the State of Israel as a
purveyor of arms to various countries
have given rise to many inquiries
concerning whether or not such
transactions are in violation of Jewish
law. It has also been noted that the 1981
assassination attempt upon President
Reagan involved the use of a handgun
purchased from a Jewish pawnbroker in
Dallas, Texas. The propriety of such
activity, whether by an individual or by a
state, is certainly a matter of halakhic
concern.

Rambam, Hilkhot Rotseah 12:12;
paraphrasing Avodah Zarah 15b,
declares: “‘It is forbidden to sell
heathens weapons of war. Nor is it
permitted to sharpen their spears, or to
sell them knives, manacles, iron chains,
bears, lions or any object which can
cause harm to the public; but it is
permitted to sell them shields which are
solely for defense.’” A similar restriction
is recorded by Rambam, Hilkhot
Rotseah 12:4, with regard to sale of
weapons to Jewish bandits. The
underlying principle which gives rise to
this prohibition is clearly enunciated. In
selling arms to such individuals ‘‘one
strengthens the hands of an evil-doer
and causes him to transgress”’ and
‘“anyone who causes one who is blind
with regard to a matter to stumble. . .or
one who strengthens the hand of a

358

person who is blind and does not see the
path of truth because of the desire of his
heart violates a negative precept as it is
stated, ‘you shall not put a stumbling
block before the blind.’ *’

The latter precept, recorded in
Leviticus 19:14, was understood by the
Sages as an admonition designed to
protect not only the physically blind but
the intellectually and morally blind as
well. A Jew is forbidden to take
advantage of another person’s lack of
awareness in a way which results in
physical, pecuniary or moral harm to
that person. The prohibition is binding
whether or not such advice or action is
motivated by a desire for personal gain.
Thus the prohibition encompasses three
principal types of activity: (1) misleading
the blind or infirm and causing physical
harm; (2) offering misinformation or
poor advice to the uniformed; and (3)
preying upon or pandering to the
predilections of the morally blind. In
prohibiting the placing of a stumbling
block before the blind, Halakhah makes
no distinction between Jew and gentile;
all such actions are prohibited regardless
of who is victimized thereby. The sale of
weapons to persons who will misuse
them clearly falls into the third category,
and, accordingly, such activity was
specifically banned by the Gemara.
Rambam’s use of the phrase ‘‘or any
object which can cause harm to the
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public’’ may indicate that sale of such
items may be encompassed within the
first category as well.

There is one exception to the
general prohibition concerning sale of
weapons to non-Jews. The Gemara,
Avodah Zarah 16a, explicitly permits
sale of weapons ‘‘to the Persians who
protect us.”’ Hilkhot Avodah Zarah 9:8
explains that it is permitted to sell
armaments to ‘‘the servants of the king
and his soldiers because they wage war
against the enemies of the state in order
to preserve it; hence they protect us since
we dwell among them.’”” Similarly, in
Hilkhot Rotseah 12:13, Rambam
declares that it is permitted to sell arms
to ‘‘the army of the populace of the state
because they protect Israel.”” This
provision is also recorded in Shulhan
Arukh, Yoreh De’ah 151:6. This
exemption from the general prohibition
is thus predicated upon the general
consideration of self-defense. Actions
which are otherwise prohibited are
permitted if necessary to preserve life. A
suitably equipped army, militia and
police force is necessary to preserve law
and order and to protect against the
enemy. Hence sale of weapons to forces
charged with protecting the public is
permitted as a legitimate form of self-
defense.

It would logically follow that sale of
arms is permitted not only to the armed
forces and police of one’s own country
but also to other nations actively
engaged in protecting the security of a
Jewish state or of a Jewish populace.
Hence sale of arms to nations allied with
Israel by means of a formal or informal
security pact would be justified. Absent
such agreement, arms sales would be
forbidden unless absolutely necessary by
virtue of other considerations in order to
protect life, e.g., as part of a barter
arrangement designed to secure materiel
necessary for self-defense. Accordingly,
the halakhic propriety of the

arrangements surrounding each sale of
arms by the State of Israel would have to
be examined in light of the above factors
and considerations. Rabbi Chaim David
Halevi, the Sephardic Chief Rabbi of
Tel Aviv, Aseh Lekha Rav, 1 no. 19,
opines (perhaps overconfidently)
¢, ..there is no doubt that [the State of
Israel engages in such sales] on the basis
of security considerations and takes into
account the benefit which will arise to us
therefrom.”’

Cholent

Cooking is enumerated among the
thirty-nine activities specifically
forbidden on the Sabbath. The
prohibition against cooking precludes
not only placing uncooked food over a
fire but also replacing partially cooked
food on the stove. Rema, Orah Hayyim
253:2 and Shulhan Arukh, Orah
Hayyim 318:4, rule that food which has
not been thoroughly cooked may not be
replaced on the stove even though the
food is already readily edible. Use of a
blech or metal covering which is placed
over the flame serves only to eliminate
the rabbinic ban which prohibits
returning even already thoroughly
cooked food to the stove and allowing
incompletely cooked food to remain on
the stove during the Sabbath. Although
no act of cooking is involved, these
practices are forbidden by rabbinic
decree lest one be prompted to “‘stir the
embers’> in order to increase the
intensity of the heat. This rabbinic
prohibition is suspended when the flame
is covered on the principle that covering
the flame manifests absence of concern
for maximization of heat, However, use
of such metal covering in no way
mitigates the biblical prohibition
attendant upon replacing food which is
less than thoroughly cooked upon a
stove. Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim
254:4, rules that, when return of a pot to
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