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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the show

Hi Rabbi Lichtenstein, | really enjoy listening to your program every week. You bring so

much to the Jewish community.

| just wanted to comment on your seminary episode as a woman who went to seminary
in Eretz Yisroel. | am Chabad, and was a very good teenager in terms of behavior,
although | did question the Torah a lot. In high school my teachers did not always
appreciate my questions. In the 12th grade | applied to two seminaries in Eretz Yisroel. |
told Hashem that if did not go in, | would just start college. | got accepted to the more
serious and hard to get into seminary. (Hashem was showing me...you think you’re
going to go directly to college, eh?).

Anyway to make a long story short, seminary was an incredible experience for me. It
was there that my Bitachon was restored by top of the line Mechanchim did not balk at
my questions rather took them quite seriously and would actually prepare and hour and
a half class with sources to answer my questions. This experience taught me that it's
not that | know more than Meforshim, rather if something is unclear, the problem is that |
haven’t found the answer yet, but there is an answer. We also had a fascinating class
that explained Aggadita according to Chassidus, which made things that sounded totally
bizarre, suddenly occur to be profound. | learned to speak Hebrew pretty fluently as a
1/3 of My teacher’s spoke in lvrit. Additionally, we began and ended our day learning
B’Chavrussa and so | actually learned some serious learning skills. Additionally, | made
some wonderful friends, whom | am still in touch with 12 years later. In fact a few us
learned togethers for years later until BH our families got large enough that our shiur
fizzled out. (One day ImyH, we will be able to continue.)

Being in the holy atmosphere of E”Y, definitely increased in my spiritual growth and
development of ahavas Yisroel for all types of Jews (as | made sure to go to all types of
families throughout the country.) In short, seminary in E”Y was worth every cent of my
parent’s money and | will ImyH send my daughter’s as well if they so desire.

Yasher koach again, Minna Hershcopf



A) What is the price of American Seminary compared to one in EY? $16000 for Maalot
Baltimore and I'm not sure if that includes dorm fees. Rebbetzin Bulka’'s doesn’t appear
to list their tuition on their website, but they tell you what assistance programs you can

apply for.

B) You’re compare going to Touro vs Colombia for undergrads. Why not compare Touro
to a regular SUNYCUNY school with $8500 annual tuition? Apples and Apples.

C) Regarding women working and the Parnassoh being a man’s responsibility- if you
want men to be able to earn the $180-200k you speak about as a minimum amount
needed for a Frum family- at what stage do you suggest we start training the boys to
enter the workforce with a job that will pay them that salary 5-7 years into their
employment, when their families are growing. It seems that if we tell them Torah Torah
Torah into the Bais Medrash years, and then tell them “okay, now get a job earning
$180k because you're getting/just got married” that it might be expecting too much.
Suggestion an increase in secular studies for boys, and demanding that they be taken
seriously, so we prepare the next generation of givers of charity, might not be well
received by the Roshei Yeshivos.

Yonasan Altman

As a follow up to Rabbi Fuerst and Rabbi Aisenstark,

| want to add that change can and will only come from within. No one body of leadership
will come to bail out the families that are being driven to bankruptcy thanks
to seminary, including families with several girls close in age where the nightmare
doubles and triples. The lay leaders in most communities are usually people of means

who can afford seminary. So parents have to act on their own.

In the 70’s and 80’s it was primarily girls with futures as teachers that went to seminary
in Israel. There is no reason this cannot be the case today as well.

Parents of one or several schools in town who cannot afford to send, can unionize in the



beginning of the 12 grade school year to affirm together that they will not be sending to
seminary in Israel due to cash constrains or for any other reason they see fit. Like this,
no one girl will feel that she is the only one left out but instead, she is part of the realistic
group. They can proceed to create local seminaries in each respective town, they can
lease a few apartments for any girls that want to come there from other cities. All this is
very easily done, and the potential teachers and lecturers are available as well and
always looking for extra income or jobs. Perhaps they can do half day seminaries and
half day job training, so they have a source of income ready to go. They can even
organize a 2-3 week trip for the girls to Israel in October or November of that year.
Doing all this will alleviate both the financial expense as well as the peer pressure

factor. And this new system can grow from year to year.

Furthermore, parents of a school can organize together and petition the school not to
scare or pressure the girls about the need for seminary in Israel for spiritual reason or
because they will struggle with Shidduch.

Is there any wonder why there needs to be so many organizations to helps Kallahs
financially for wedding and home needs that we see in many newspapers? The parents
are 25 to 30 thousand behind from the money that was spent on seminary two years
before.

The answers to solving this problem are well in hand but will only take affect if parents
get together and act. And if there is no action on the part of the parents, then it says that
there is really not a problem

Sincerely, Abe Schonfeld

Hi. | really enjoyed your past show about Chinuch Habanos. See attached what the
Nesivos Shalom writes about the detrimental effect on a house that the mother works.

C.B.






Hi,

| just listened to your discussion on Chinuch Habanos. | really enjoy your
shows. They are intellectually stimulating and make one question and debate
and not take things for granted. So thank you. Here are my thoughts. If you

don't have time to read it | highlighted the main points in red. Maybe they can
be another discussion.

Good seminaries in Eretz Yisrael are not only for the textual learning and
seeing the land. | agree that can be accomplished in America and then a
three week tour.

A good seminary will teach the girls a lot more than Tanach, having classes
on Middos, Shalom Bayis, self-awareness, Chinuch, Emunah and many more

practical subjects.

Additionally, the fact of living in a dorm with roommates is a growing

experience in it of itself, teaching how to live with other people and get along.

If the schools in America would have teachers on par with the schools in Eretz
Yisrael then, yes, | would say stay in America. | am very sorry to say that this
is not the case at all. (Or maybe it is, just not where | went to school).

My high school is considered a very top Yeshivish school and the learning
that went on was extremely uninspiring. It was all about memorization,
memorizing the Pesukim, Rashi, and Halachos and getting good marks.
Those that performed the best on tests got the best jobs, got the most Kavod,
got into the best seminaries, were considered the best girls and had the
teachers approval...(I was one of those "top" girls so, no, | am not a bitter
alumni | am just aware of what went on now that | am looking back
objectively). They did not focus on building up each and every girl in her own
unigue strong point but focused on the ones who already made it or were
considered top based on their social/academic performance.

Additionally, fathers may think that they are the ultimate Mechanchim when it
comes to their children when in fact they are definitely not. If a girl comes from
a perfect background with parents who're expert Mechanchim who really

devote themselves to their children, raising them with the right Hashkafos and



put in enough time to really inspire them then, yes, those girls do not need to

go to seminary. Sadly but realistically, how many times is this the case?

Additionally, many of the girls who stay in America go to seminary just for the
resume and do not take it seriously. This already detracts from a girl's growth

when the environment is not serious about growing.

Personally, | had no intention of going to seminary in Eretz Yisrael and was
definitely not doing it for my resume. Hashem led me there because that's
what he wanted and | was blown away by the level of learning and inspiration
that | did not know existed, coming from a typical Yeshivish high school. It
opened my mind to the real beauty of Yiddishkeit and redirected me to do
things with thought and not by rote. This is one area where | gained
tremendously.

In short most girls could greatly benefit from a year in Israel if they are coming
from an uninspiring background or a home where Ruchnius is not the
constant focus or priority.

| think Hashem gives the money to those who really need the year and yes it
does have a lot of benefits if one can afford it. Some seminaries provide
financial aid. Going into debt is never a solution but | see how it can be a
great Zechus for someone who gives Tzedakah to someone else who can't
afford it but could benefit. It can change the girls whole meaning and priorities
in life.

| guess the best solution really would be to bring the inspiration and
level of learning that goes on in seminaries into the girl's high schools.
This way going to Israel won't be such a necessity and would be more
affordable for parents. A boring teacher should not be a teacher and
should find another profession that's more suited to her. Teachers
should be trained properly and need to take courses for teaching. Not
every post sem graduate who thinks they can teach really can, and not
every experienced teacher who's been teaching for 50 years without
changing her lesson should be in front of the classroom either. How
come big organizations have such inspiring speeches, yet a high school
whose whole focus should be teaching and inspiring can be so boring



and every girl and her confidence not contributing to
societal/academic/social pressure. | think that the girls are under too
much pressure.

I'm not saying seminaries are perfect either, girls tend to come back in a cloud
and takes them time to settle into reality. A good seminary will teach the girls
how to be grounded to reality along with being inspired. The right balance is a
rare commodity. We can only try our best to reach perfection.

Another pet peeve | have is that boys should also get a so called
seminary year. Aside from Gemara learning and an optional Mussar
Seder, or Mussar only on Limud Torah they should have proper
preparation for marriage, Middos development self-awareness... A 2
hour Chassan Shmuz is not enough! Unfortunately, a top yeshiva like
Brisk.. doesn't focus on practical Shmuzin for the Bochurim to develop
their Middos, and is only a priority in so called "lower level" smaller
Yeshivos. In the Mir all the Vaadim are optional and a Kesher with a
Rebbi is formed only if the boy pursues it. A boy can get lost and
swallowed up without anyone the wiser.

Thank you.
- A 7 year post seminary graduate raising a family

Rivky Nachfolger



Comments on Previous Shows
Show 166-167- Sheitels- Indian Hair

| told R Dovid I'd send him the Mekor in the Chazon Ish that would show Hinduism is
minus- not Avodah Zarah. The Chazon Ish that speaks about spirit worship not being
Avodah Zorah is Yoreh Deah 62:21 That uproots the whole issue of Indian hair.

Yonasan Altman
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Rabbi Shneur Aisenstark
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Dr. Leslie Ginsberg-Klein
Some of the opposition to Bais Yaakov click here

The Halachos of girls learning Torah and the establishment of Bais yaakov
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