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Selected emails from our listeners

Dear Reb Dovid Lichtenstein,

Your show on halachic time of death and organ donations was really fascinating, as so
many of your other recent presentations.

I would like to make four points:

#1) Complaints against Orthodox Jews for not contributing to organ donations were
mentioned. Let me mention an interesting conversation my father, R' Gershon
Tannenbaum z"l, had with a high-ranking New York State health official, who actually
contacted my father to complain about this very point. (As my father z"l was not in the
habit of telling over to us all the details of his dealings with people, we first heard about
this conversation during the shiva.)

The health official complained that when an Orthodox Jew needed an organ transplant,
he would be pressured to help the patient, yet Orthodox Jews don't contribute to organ
donations. My father responded by asking him to look up which organization facilitates
the greatest amount of blood donations in New York. The official was surprised to
discover that it was the Bikur Cholim of Boro Park (which my father was very involved
in). My father said, "What we can do, we do more than anyone else. Therefore, in what
we can't do, we should be given consideration as well." The official heard the point.

A few more points I'd like to mention:

#2) Regarding Rabbi Robby Berman's conversation with Rav Dovid Feinstein, I believe
Rabbi Berman's understanding of what was said is totally incorrect. Rav Dovid Feinstein
stressed that only cessation of breathing is the determining factor, and "IF" brain death
is the same thing as cessation of breathing then "IN THAT CASE" organ donations
would then be permitted. He stressed he is not saying whether it is the same as he is
not proficient in that area. If Rabbi Berman feels that we should accept that it is the same
thing, then by all means let him say so IN HIS OWN NAME, without putting his words
into Rav Dovid Feinstein's mouth.

#3) Rabbi Berman further said that those who refrain from donating organs because they
believe it is akin to murder, should also not accept organs if they need one, and even if
there is a halachic heter to do so, they should do the ethical and upstanding thing, similar
to Shimin ben Shatach who refused to accept the jewel even though there would have
been a heter to take it.

I strongly object to this argument. When it comes to a person's money, he is the
"balebos" on his money, and can decide to not take it, even if he can find a heter to take
it, if he sees it is the ethical and upstanding thing to refrain from taking it, and it is
praiseworthy to do so. But when it comes to a person's life, he is not a "balebos" on his
life, and if he can save his life in a halachically permissible way, he is obligated to do so,
and is not a "balebos" to decide whether to save his life or not.

#4). And lastly, regarding your interesting dilemma if "Mendel's" brain is transplanted
into "Joe's" body, does that mean there are two "Mendels" -- I am not learned in this
sugya, so I am only conjecturing, but I think the distinction is between if the brain is
declared brain dead and if the brain is actually removed from the body. If the brain is still
there just declared brain dead, although doctors will assure us that the brain is totally
lifeless, who knows what is really happening, perhaps the body is really interacting with
the brain in ways that we cannot detect. We all know there are many things that doctors



were "absolutely" sure of, only to discover something new a few years later and change
their minds. But once the brain is actually removed from the body, then we would
say mn® 89w poes, without a brain at all the body is of course dead.

Thank you,

Chaim Tannenbaum

Hi,

| was a first time listener last night and was fascinated by your show (the only drawback was that | lost
all that sleep listening :)

So firstly, thanks for a great program-thought provoking and interesting

Second-I found Rabbi Berman's portion to be disturbing for three reasons (and as the broadcasters, it
seems to fall under your responsibility to filter): #1 The way he referenced the rabbis being
"uneducated" was not a very respectful way to refer to the people that we rely on to be educated
enough to make serious decisions for us. | think that could have been phrased differently. #2 the
concept of that we are making a Chillul Hashem by not donating-since when does a possible Chillul
Hashem override Halacha? | know he's not stating that it does and he claims to be making
Halachically sound decisions but there's an undertone of that implication in his words. #3 referencing
someone who got arrested, and especially to address it in a derogatory manner, is clearly against
Halacha, even though the knowledge is public. All of this seems to be a common trend among the MO
out there, and it blurs many lines

Thanks again for the show and wishing you continued success

Chaya Mandel

Look at the RCA position paper on brain death

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A _www.rabbis.orqg pdfs Halachi-5F-2520Issues-
5Fthe-5FDetermination.pdf&d=DwICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDIlvVimEN8b7jXrwgOf-

v5A_ CdpgnV{iiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2o0Welb5EzAaCDDRKK-
KkOwTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX A&m=b0DvsX zZDnRJS2195e40IRCqt4QP3VOSJLUSCz7BxI&
s= MEk6agN7930PSwBOtOrANj4HBZDhj2vgku6HVzMh70&e=

I would like to hear a discussion of issues related to x-mas and its celebration. Can a Jew sell x-mas
trees? Can he transport one for his friend? Is there avodah zara involved? Chukos hagoyim? etc.

Thank you,

Shraga Senft
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.rabbis.org_pdfs_Halachi-5F-2520Issues-5Fthe-5FDetermination.pdf&d=DwICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=b0DvsX_zZDnRJS2I95e4OIRCqt4QP3VOSJLU8Cz7BxI&s=_MEk6aqN7930PSwBOtOrANj4HBZDhj2vgku6HVzMh70&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.rabbis.org_pdfs_Halachi-5F-2520Issues-5Fthe-5FDetermination.pdf&d=DwICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=b0DvsX_zZDnRJS2I95e4OIRCqt4QP3VOSJLU8Cz7BxI&s=_MEk6aqN7930PSwBOtOrANj4HBZDhj2vgku6HVzMh70&e=

You quoted my paper in your podcast regarding brain death. As a frum
physician, this is of great interest to me. No matter what HODS say, the leading
experts in neurology that specialize in brain death are clearly on the record as
stating that they don't care one whit about blood flow, it is all about loss of
function. They all agree that brain death according to physical diagnosis does
NOT necessarily imply lack of flow (nor do they care). (see Wijdicks EF. Pitfalls
and slip-ups in brain death determination. Neurol Res. 2013;35:169-173 or
Wijdicks EF. The case against confirmatory tests for determining brain death in
adults. Neurology. 2010;75:77-83.) So all brain death is not equal. There is
brain death with proven lack of blood flow (by nuclear medicine or other
radiologic studies) and there is brain death without proven lack of blood flow. For
those people wanting to follow the opinion quoted in the name of R' Moshe, |
would strongly suggest that they must document absence of blood flow and not
assume it is absent. | believe that is the Israeli approach. | do have more to say
on the topic and perhaps one day | will write it up for a science/torah journal. if
have spoken at a HODS meeting in the past, but | doubt he will want to hear
what | have to say now. Cheers!

Lionel Zuckier
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