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A means to an end or an end by itself
What it Means and How To Get It
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Selected emails from our listeners

Dear Mr. Lichtenstein,

| respect your work and truly enjoy your show .It is both informative and entertaining,
with plenty of Torah along the way. Bimchila, | am no Talmid Chacham ,but it is clear
from your choices of guests for the most recent "Simcha" episode there was no guest
who was a mainstream non-Chassidic Daas Torah. Unfortunately there is an false
perception out there that Chassidim have a monopoly on Simcha, and there is limited
Simcha in the Litvishe/Yeshivishe world. Simcha doesn't necessarily need to be an
external open expression but rather a state of heart and mind. Our youth need to hear

and know this.
All the best,

Avi Barrish

Dear Dovid,

First, | really enjoy listening to the headlines radio show. Thank you for creating this
outlet to be Marbitz Torah to so many people, and open up the community to the

diverse viewpoints on important issues.
| have a suggestion for a topic that often troubles me:

As Torah Jews we value learning Torah B'iyun, among many reasons, because it trains
us to carefully weigh different sides of an issue, think on both sides of an argument, and
isolate the Nekudas Hamachlokes. We can break down a situation into all of its many
Tzdadim, analyze them individually and how they relate to each other and build clarity
out of what seemed impossibly complex. Indeed, the Rabbi who can demonstrate,
through his Teshuvos, his ability to account for every facet of an issue and weigh each
one with great precision when making a halakhic decision, earns the respect and

authority over the Jewish people.



However, it seems to me that, for some reason, it is not uncommon among leaders
within the Jewish community to dismiss other Hashkafos entirely without showing signs
of the same rigorous process.

Even if other Hashkafos have what we would consider, "obvious mistakes", often people
fall for what is known as the "fallacy fallacy" - the assumption that if one detail of
something is false then it all must be false. Undoubtedly, there are aspects of Yeshivish
society which people can and do use as reasons to dismiss Yeshivish society
altogether.

Having dealt with people of many different Hashkafos (and | believe this holds true as
well with people of different beliefs, political positions, etc.), | have seen that they are all
passionate about genuine Jewish values and are led by the same moral compass that
leads us. When we dismiss them entirely, they are only reinforced in their position, as
they think: "anyone who dismisses a genuinely Jewish ideal must be misguided.”
Instead, if we would acknowledge the legitimacy of the ideals that drive them, but
instead disagree for example: on how practically that ideal should play a role in our
lives, they would be much more open to listening.

So in short, my question is that with all the expertise that our Rabbinic Leadership has
in breaking down halakhic issues into nuanced points, is there a Mekor/Svara why when
it comes to questions of Hashkafa it is legitimate to dismiss or delegitimize other

opinions.

As a possible guest: To my knowledge the best example of a Rov who seeks the root of
Hashkafic Machlokes instead of dismissing or delegitimizing it is Rabbi Yitzchok

Breitowitz of Ohr Somayach.
Thank you very much for your time,
Continued Hatzlocha,

Shraga Silver
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