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Show Suggestions

Hi R’ Lichtenstein,

Firstly thank you for your enjoyable and enlightening weekly podcast. | am a medical
student in the New York area, and | have been learning some of the Sugya of
alternative medicine in Halacha. | recently came across Rabbi Szmerla’s book
(“Alternative Medicine in Halacha”) along with its many glowing Haskamos from true

D' D'7019N 7172,

| am simply trying to understand the reasoning behind the growing movement in the
Frum (particularly Litvish) community to rejecting modern medicine and opting for
unproven, bizarre treatments of alternative medicine (along with opposing vaccinations)
that have been proven to be at the very best no better than placebo. It seems that there
is some driving idea behind the movement because no real substantial arguments are

presented by its proponents, yet they seem to be so adamant in their views.

These same people would never accept such weak arguments while learning a Sugya
in 0w, yet when it comes to accepting these therapies they provide almost no evidence
behind their reasoning. | was wondering if you could perhaps do a podcast on this topic,
so that some of the views of the leaders of this group could be presented, since |
personally have not been able to understand them.

Thank you and Kol Tuv,
Alex G.

Response: If you look at the Haskomas the great majority of them just wish him

well with a prosperous life etc and don't mention agreeing with him.



| enjoy your shows very much. Here is a topic for you:

Kollel is considered "sacrosanct" according to some of your guests. Is this creating a
society dependent on welfare? And what is the long term effects of welfare on children?

Are the children developing a mindset of dependency?
Thank you for your consideration,

Gabriel Oak
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