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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the show
Excellent program on Shailos in workplace!
Thank you!
David Fishman

Is it just me who have an issue with the story of the Kapitchner Rebbe entering a Traif

restaurant on Yom Kippur and telling a Jew eating there B'taveyon?

| realize the Kaptchnier Rebbe was trying to lower the offender's degree of Chiyuv by
making the Aveirah B'taveyon and not L'hachis, but the story can easily be taken the
wrong way and shows the Rebbe has no problem with a Jew eating on Yom Kippur.

Sincerely,
Zev Roth

Previous Shows
Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

First of all a great Yashar Koach and thank you for your amazing radio show. I'm a
nuclear medicine doctor from Toronto who is a part owner of a clinic in Windsor Ontario,
a 3.5 hour drive which | do every week or two these days (flying is generally not
practical). The Shiurim | used to listen to in the car were not ideal for this long trip for
many reasons. Several friends told me about your show and it is absolutely perfect. |
now look forward to the drive and arrive refreshed and with many new Yedios, both
Halachic, Hashkafic and practical. | feel like a better person after each drive.

| have a few comments about the programs | heard today:

Regarding Rabbi Levin's advocating chemical castration: | don't think it can be
compared to the obviously abhorrent idea of amputating a tongue, hands, fingers or
legs to prevent the relevant Avairos. These organs are necessary for daily living and



their absence is a disfiguring Pegam. Reducing the libido of someone cursed to lifetime
of celibacy doesn't seem to be in the same category. I'm not advocating for his idea, but
| also did not find this particular argument against it very convincing.

Regarding your conversation with Rabbi's Jacobson and Stern questioning whether
wishing that one's children should be happy is a Jewish value, | don't think it is the same
as wishing that they wear pants or have good health. It seems that one cannot properly
serve Hashem without Simcha and on the other hand, anyone properly serving Hashem
would be BeSimcha. Furthermore, real Simcha is probably uncommon, has unlimited
levels of intensity, is something that requires Avoda and is within everybody's reach
(unless the person is afflicted with a disease such as clinical depression). None of
these things can be said for pants or health. Why can't we say that Simcha is in fact a
goal unto itself? Like many goals and Midos, it is also a link in the chain to achieve other

goals.

Regarding the question of how is Moshe Rabienu's Lo Uchal (I can't) different from that
of the Meragelim: Rabbi David Fohrman has a wonderful Dvar Torah indicating that in
fact Moshe was putting the blame for the Chet Hameragelim on himself because of

precisely this statement of his. | can elaborate on this if you wish.
Thank you again with all my heart,
Eli Bienenstock

Show Suggestions

Hello Dovid, I'm a big listener of your show, and my friend, Binyamin Pretter, just ate by
your house. | gave him the idea of making a show on Mussar and he spoke about it with
you in your kitchen. I’'m a Talmid of Chofetz Chaim, and I'm a huge fan of having a show
where you interview people on how they work on their Middos. You can get a brisker,

Chassidisher and now where my main push comes in.

| have the names and numbers of three potential people you could try to interview about
the importance of Mussar. Rabbi Bentzion Shafier 845-216-9330 he spreads Mussar
worldwide through his speeches and website called theshmuz.com. He has a marriage



http://theshmuz.com/

seminar that he spreads, you could look him up. He’s passionate, forceful, and
incredibly on the mark. Next you could try Rabbi Stulberger 818-398-6277 he’s built a
huge high school called Valley Torah and a more Yeshivish track called Ner Aryeh, and
he also was very close with the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Henoch Leibovitz Ztz’l.

| heard him say straight up, “I'D LIKE TO MEET SOMEONE TODAY THAT REALLY
THINKS YOU DON'T HAVE TO LEARN MUSSAR BECAUSE IT JUST CANT BE”
(something like that Girsa). He’s used to being Hocked up and is a well-known speaker
and Talmid Chachom.

Last is the most Chashuv of all, Rabbi Shaya Cohen 5162865941 or 9172824630. He's
married to Rav Plachinsky’s daughter (who was recently Nifteres). He's the Rosh
Yeshiva ofZzichron Aryeh, started a school and movement for teens at risk called
Priority 1, he makes teacher training courses, he’s spoken at Aguda conventions, and
he was one of the closest Talmidim to the Rosh Yeshiva Rav Henoch Leibowitz and is

of the most powerful, eloquent speakers | know.

His Ahavas Yisroel is from a previous generation and he wrote a book on Bitachon
called The Bitachon Reader, and many other books on Kiruv and education. He’s
exciting, controversial (when he wants to be), and wildly convincing. He’s a huge pusher
of Mussar as is everyone who learned in Chofetz Chaim.

One more thing. If you do a show on mussar with R’ Cohen or Rabbi Stulberger, the
Talmidim from the entire Chofetz Chaim network will probably start listening to your
show. Thank you so much and Tizku Lemitzvos!

E. Horwitz
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